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From Me To You:                  
 
Thank you for your faithfulness!   I am very pleased with the progress that we are making in 
many areas of our ministry and I would like to share with you some things for your consid-
eration. 
 

 Two years ago, when we took out a second mortgage to pay for a new roof and 
heating and cooling repairs/upgrades, our financial position was not as strong as it is today.  
Thanks to you, last April (in 18 months), we paid off the second mortgage of $250,000.   By 
eliminating the second mortgage, we were able to reduce our monthly expenses by $2,800 
(or $33,600 per year). 
 

 Thanks to you, we did not experience a “summer slump” this year in terms of our 
financial contributions.   Because people continued to give their offerings on a consistent 
basis, not only were we able to pay all of our bills on time, but we were also able to com-
plete some projects around the church, which had been forestalled in the past due to a lack 
of funds (e.g. the painting of the church’s exterior, the re-sealing/re-striping of the church 
parking lot, and the re-staining of the church’s interior).   In addition, we have been able to 
remit to the Northern Illinois Synod our regular benevolence offerings.   You have also been 
generous in your contributions to the local food pantry and to the 2008 CROP Walk. 
 

 The Church Council has also been instrumental in helping the congregation to im-
prove its financial position.   The Church Council has looked for ways to reduce spending 
and when expenditures on a particular project have exceeded $1,000, the Church Council 
has secured a minimum of three bids.   Committees and Ministry Teams have also done 
their part in being faithful stewards by adhering to their budgets and by seeking alternative 
funding sources.   As a result of these and other efforts, we are in a much stronger financial 
position today than we were even six months ago. 
 

 Several people have begun to inquire about the possibility of additional pastoral 
staff.   Due to the clergy shortage, the process of calling a second pastor would take approx. 
18-24 months.   Currently, I do not feel that financially we are able to afford a second pas-
tor, but I do believe that we are headed in the right direction.   If the congregation were to 
pay off the remaining balance on our first mortgage ($376,229.31 as of October 15, 2008), it 
would reduce our debt-load by $51,612 per year (or $4,301 per month).   Several people 
have already been designating a portion of their offerings for “mortgage reduction” in order 
to eliminate our debt.   By pre-paying the mortgage, we reduce the amount of interest that 
we pay on the mortgage.   By the same token, several other people have expressed their con-
cern that if people give all of their offerings to pre-pay the mortgage, there won’t be enough 
money to pay for the ongoing current expenses. 
 

 I thank you for the gifts you have given and I pray that God will continue to em-
power each one of us to be faithful stewards of the gifts God gives us. 
  
      Gratefully yours, 
      Pastor Dealey 
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Prayer Ministry 
    "Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God"  (Philippians 4:6). 
 

     God invites us to pray.  As you may have noticed, the printed Prayer List in the weekly bulletin continues to expand.   We invite 
you to pray for the following persons: 
 

Doug Meuer, Joan Hopper,  Ken Franz, Kurt Johnson, Colton Sullivan and family, Mike Monken, Phyllis Frischkorn, 
Roberto Caneva, Marlene Petersen, Christine Spiecker, Adam Mount and Dorothy Hirner. 
 

     To place a person on the printed prayer list, please call the church office by noon on Wednesday.  Names can be added at any 
time during the month, but a new prayer list will be started at the first of each month.  If you wish to continue to keep someone on 
the Prayer List from one month to the next, please call the church office.  Thank you for your ministry of prayer. 

Pastoral Acts  
 

Baptisms: 
 10/18/08: Zachary Ross Wilken 
 

    We pray that God will strengthen families as they remember their Baptismal promises. . 
 

Weddings: 
 10/04/08: Joe Regis-Kate Hess 
 10/18/08: Brad Wilkins-Samantha Norkus 
 10/31/08: Dan Kelly-Amy Franz 
 

Funerals: 
 10/13/08: Bobby McFedries 

Thank You 
Thank you for the many cards, gifts, and well wishes that you have shown us in honor of Pastor’s Appreciation Month!  
We also thank you for the receptions after the services of weekend of Oct. 25 and 26.  We thank you for your partnership 
in the gospel ministry and for the many ways in which you share God’s love with others. 
      Yours in Christ, 
      Pastor, Rhonda & Robbie 
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Lutheran Men in Mission 

 

Lutheran Men in Mission (LMM) is sponsoring at retreat at the Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center, Oregon, IL, Nov. 
21-22, 6:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.   The Rev. Paul Hill will be the featured presenter.   LMM will unveil its “Stand By Me” 
program, a four-year mentoring program offered to young men, which will culminate in $1,000 toward post high school 
education or training. 
 

Registration is $99 for one night and 3 meals.  For more information call Audrey, (815) 732-2220 or go to 
www.lomc.org. 
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Shepherd Of The Hill Lutheran Church,  
 

Mere words cannot express how each of you have touched our lives. We are so very grateful for all you have done for us. 
We can’t believe all the acts of kindness and love. Your actions, love, prayers and support for us went above and be-
yond. It was such a blessing for us and our children to see just how special family, friends, neighbors, our church, school 
and even complete strangers were to us. We couldn’t have gone through this without your help. We pray for you each 
day and thank God for all of our blessings and also for each one of you. Please know how grateful we are You made us 
feel so loved and cared for and we are truly blessed. You’ve helped us to be better people and also made a difference in 
our lives.  
                      With our deepest gratitude,  
                            The Munson Family 
                            (victims of a house fire) 

Announcements 
 

2008 CROP Walk 
 Thank you for your support of the 2008 CROP Walk.   A total of $6,852.88 was raised, of which Shepherd of 
the Hill raised $1,976.10.   A Special Thank You to:  Don & Donna Huhnke, Fern & Rob Kinder, and Pastor Dealey 
for serving on the Leadership Team; to Cean Magosky and members of the Praise Band for providing special music; 
and to all who walked and all who sponsored the walkers.  The local FISH Food Pantry will receive 25% of the funds 
raised. 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
 The Community Thanksgiving Eve Service will be held at St. John’s Episcopal Church on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 26, beginning at 7 p.m.  Pastor P.J. Malin, pastor at Cross of Glory Lutheran Church, will be the guest preacher. 
 

East Conference Meeting 
 Shepherd of the Hill will host the monthly meeting of the East Conference clergy on Thursday, December 4, be-
ginning at 8:30 a.m.   Pastor Keith Forni will serve as the preacher for the service.  Pastors David Hedlin and Stan Bock-
woldt will give a presentation on “Ecumenical Relationships”. 

Bible Quiz   
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In September, our four year old class took a field trip to The Children’s Garden in Elwood.  The day was sunny and 
warm, just perfect for viewing all the blooming flowers and busy butterflies.  The children made beautiful banners from 
flower petals and even had a little playtime at the playground.   
 

Our three year old class has enjoyed their story time with the librarian.  They have books read to them and then have 
time to explore books on their own.  They are also learning new songs and having lots of fun in music.   
 

Since October is Fire Prevention Month, we’ve had firemen visit both the three and four year old classes.  We’ve learned 
all about fire safety and the children were able to see and touch a fireman in his full fire outfit.  Our visits were a great 
way for the children to understand that firemen are our friends and here to help us.   
 

We’re looking forward to our Halloween Parties on October 29th for the four’s and October 31st for the three’s.  We’ll 
play games, sing songs, dance, have a snack and finish our day with a parade in our costumes.  The teachers have been 
hearing about what every one’s costume is since the end of September, so it’ll be fun to finally see the kids dressed up. 
 

We will be selling Cookie dough and Popcorn for our next fundraiser.  This fundraiser will last from October 27th 
through November 12th.  Cookie dough and other items will be delivered and available for pick up on December 12th, 
just before the holidays!  The cookies are delicious and very convenient for holiday entertaining.  Order forms will be 
available in the Narthex on Saturday and Sunday, November 4&5 and November 11&12.   
 

Thank you in advance for the support of our up and coming fundraiser and to those of you who ordered from the Breck’s 
flower fundraiser.   We are truly blessed to have such a supportive congregation.   
 

God Bless! 
The Preschool Staff 

God's memory lapse 
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November 2008 

 

Welcome !! 
Come join us this year on Sunday’s at  

9:15 AM. We promise fun, fellowship and 
Christ centered activities 

 
 

Junior Youth ‘08-’09 Board Members 
 

President — Megan Szczepanski 
Vice President — Melissa Helfert 
Secretary — Benjamin Grabenhofer 
Treasurer —  Sally Hausken 
7th Grade Rep. — Jenny Pentoy 
 
 

Shepherd Café 
Winter Cocoa/Lemonade Stand 

 

November 8th— The Youth Group will be  
holding a Hot Chocolate and Lemonade 
stand between services. Please come to 
Sunday School for more information. 
 

2008 Crop Walk Review 
 

Fun was had by all at this year’s  Crop Walk 
to feed the hungry. The weather was perfect. A 
hue thank you to everyone who came, walked 
and raised money. As a youth group we raised 
$366.00!!!!! 
 

2008 Christmas Program 
 

12/21 —  3 PM is the Sunday School Christ-
mas Program. All youth who would like to 
participate, please contact Rhonda Dealey. 
Everyone else please mark your calendars and 
plan on attending to support your friends and 
the Sunday School Program.  

 
Halloween Party 

 

10/31 — 7 PM to 9 PM at Shepherd of the 
Hill. Costumes are optional but please be sure 
to use proper judgment and make sure that 
they are appropriate for church. 
 

Youth-led Saturday Worship 
 

11/15 — Youth-led Saturday night worship. 
Please get more details during Sunday School. 
Pot Luck dinner to follow for family and 
friends. Please bring a family dish to share and 
about 10 — 15 copies of the recipe to share as 
well.  
 

Habitat for Humanity  
 

TBD — Habitat for Humanity House Dedica-
tion — Remember the Miracle Money Jar. Our 
goal is $90.00 to cover the cost of the materi-
als for the picnic table. All extra funds will be 
used for an appropriate gift. 
 

Last Saturday, Oct. 18th, the youth group met 
and completed the assembly and painting of 
the picnic table that is going to be donated to 
the Habitat for Humanity house. Pleas check 
the photo gallery on Shepherd of the Hill’s 
website.  

www.shepherdofthehill.com 
 

Christmas Caroling 
 

Still awaiting final information. Please check 
your calendars for available dates during first 
part of December. 
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FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT  
As of August 31, 2008 

Church Council Meeting Highlights 
October 21, 2008 

· The last new members’ class will be held November 3rd. Ministry teams are welcome and encouraged 
to attend and talk about their respective ministries’ activities.  

· A Sub-team will formed headed by Carol Ziemke and 2 people from worship, 1 person from property 
and 1 person from staff to make recommendations regarding wall hangings and decorations for the 
sanctuary and narthex. 

· Repairs for the organ were approved to: 1) releather the reservoir and 2) remove, revoice and reinstall 
two swell reed ranks at a cost of $3,005.10 

· The Personnel Committee will form a sub-team to develop a Child Protection Policy/background check 
for personnel in direct contact with minors similar to those currently done for preschool staff. 

· Girl Scout Troop 290 will hold a bake sale in the Narthex on December 9, 2008. 
· The Youth will be selling sweatshirts and t-shirts to offset the cost of materials to be used in construc-

tion of items for Habitat for Humanity. 
· The Strategic Planning Team will present their report to Council on November 17, 2008. 
· Chris Kloster will replace Harry Wilkinson as Treasurer after his move to Florida for the months of De-

cember 2008 and January 2009. 
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It is that time of year again.  Time to start thinking about the holidays and feeling generous.  Operation Christmas Child is 
a project our church has participated in for a few years now and it is a wonderful program through Franklin Graham’s 
charity Samaritan’s Purse.  What the program does is collect shoe boxes filled with little gifts that are then given to chil-
dren around the world spreading the message of God’s love.   
 

We each may be facing some hard times in our families, especially with the holidays approaching and kids seeing all the 
“latest and nicest” toys or electronics, but I ask that you remember the less fortunate.  Because whatever we have - or 
don’t have - there is one thing that is certain, we are blessed because we have a family in Christ and have a firm faith 
insuring us we will be fine and that we are loved.  Wouldn’t you want to share that with others that don’t know that bless-
ing; to be able to say to a child “I care about you, and want you to know you will be fine, you have God’s Word”?  Some-
times we all get caught up in ourselves and the here and now, but at least one time a year we should step back and re-
member that there is more than just going to work and “going through the motions” of living.  We have a responsibility to 
Christ to take care of others, not just those in immediate proximity.   
 

If you are not able to actually pack a box or think of what to put into a box, something you can do is make a cash dona-
tion which would help offset shipping charges.  Donations can be made directly online.  It actually costs $7 per shoe box 
to be shipped to the areas where children will be able receive them.  Another idea of a way you can help is by spreading 
the word of this program, if you are part of Scouts or another type of program you can tell them about this, or take a cou-
ple brochures from the narthex and hand them to people you might think would be interested.  Or even the gift of prayer 
for those that are receiving the shoe boxes, so that they may learn to know Christ.  
 

There will be a large drop off box in the Narthex starting in early October that will stay there until November 16th.  The 
last opportunity to drop off a box at the church will be after the 10:30 church service on Sunday, November 16th.  God 
bless you 

 

They loved their church  
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Stories to Tell & Gifts to Share   
 
“Declare how much God has done for you.” – Luke 8:39 
 “We cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard!” – Acts 4:20 
 

We all have stories to tell: humorous happenings, learning experiences, news about our families, triumphs and 
tragedies, and plans for the future. 
 

And as the people of God, we have stories to tell about what God has done for us and about the difference that 
God’s grace has made in our lives. Sometimes we are less aware of these stories until they are coaxed out of 
us—but they are there, part of whom we are. 
 

That’s not all. Whether we know it or not, we also have stories to tell about what God has done through us—
stories about how God has used us to make a difference in the lives of others. Getting to know those stories 
makes us even more aware of God’s grace. 
 

God has given us so much—and the gifts of God are for sharing.  
 

The Bible is a collection of stories about people with gifts to share—stories about people whose lives were so 
changed by God that they were able to make a difference in the lives of others. For the next four weeks, we 
will be focused on storytelling and on giving—and to think of both storytelling and giving as grateful re-
sponses to the grace of God. 
 

On the weekend of November 15th-16th, we will be inviting our members and friends to make a faith commit-
ment as part of worship.  We invite you to prayerfully consider your response.  As you have shared some of 
your gifts through story and fellowship so we look forward to your sharing a portion of God's blessings with 
our ministry together. 
         Your Stewardship Team 

St. Andrew's Day 
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WHAT BLEAK NOVEMBER? 
 

In literature, November is often portrayed as a cold, barren month, devoid of any charm.  It is that time of 
grayness and deathly silence after the harvest, just before the winter snows begin.  Brr. 
 

But in our life as a Christian congregation, November is full of activity.  It begins with the Festival of All 
Saints, November 1.  I alluded to this in my last article.  Remember, All Saints was originally set aside to cele-
brate the saints newly canonized by the Pope.  Of course, we Protestants have a different take on it.  We teach 
that all who are baptized and who are true believers in Christ Jesus are His saints, both on earth and in Heaven.  
So All Saints is a celebration of Christ’s believers, and we especially like to remember those who have gone 
before.  Somewhere in the service, it’s customary to sing Ralph Vaughan Williams’ glorious hymn, For All the 
Saints.  I don’t know about you, but that hymn gives me goosebumps, especially the verse about the “distant 
triumph song.”  This year November 1 is on a Saturday, so we’ll celebrate All Saints on November 2, which is 
perfectly acceptable.  In the pre-Reformation era, November 2 was All Souls Day, so we’re still on the right 
page. 
 

The next really important day in November is Christ the King Sunday.  This year it’s on November 23.  Christ 
the King (Christi Rex) is the last Sunday in the Church year.  When I was a teenager attending church in the 
Augustana Synod, it was called “Judgment Sunday,” and it was full of grim warnings about the end of the 
world and God’s judgment of our souls.  Some time later, our theologians decided to give it a more positive 
message, focusing on the eternal kingship of Christ. 
 

Later, in the same week, we come to Thanksgiving, which is more of a State holiday than a Church festival.  It 
doesn’t come from our Lutheran tradition, but rather from the Puritans of New England.  Nevertheless, it is a 
good and appropriate thing to thank God for His blessings, so we will join with other Christians in an Ecu-
menical service during the week of Thanksgiving.  Details will be announced. 
 

Finally, we come to November 30, which is the First Sunday in Advent!  It is the first Sunday of the new 
Church year.  No doubt we’ll break out some of those wonderful Advent hymns, full of hope and anticipation.  
So happy New Year—it’s been a long, hard year, and we’re looking forward to Christmas. 
 

Charles R. Wolf 

Honor our veterans 
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Kids say The Darndest  Things (so to speak) 
 
A child was asked to write a book report on the entire Bible. This is amazing and I wonder how often we take for granted 
that children understand what we are teaching??? Through the eyes of a child: The Children's Bible in a Nutshell  
 

In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there was nothing but God, darkness, and some gas.  The Bible says, 
'The Lord thy God is one, but I think He must be a lot older than that. 
 
Anyway, God said, 'Give me a light!' and someone did. Then God made the world. 
 
He split the Adam and made Eve.  Adam and Eve were naked,  but they weren't embarrassed because mirrors hadn't been 
invented yet. 
 
Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating one bad apple, so they were driven from the Garden of Eden. Not sure what 
they were driven in though, because they didn't have cars. 
 
Adam and Eve had a son, Cain, who hated his brother as long as he was Abel. Pretty soon all of the early people 
died off, except for Methuselah, who lived to be like a million or something. 
 
One of the next important people was Noah, who was a good guy,  but one of his kids was kind of a Ham.  Noah built a 
large boat and put his family and some animals on it. He asked some other people to join him, but they said they would 
have to take a rain check. 
 
After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Jacob was more famous than his brother, Esau, because Esau sold Jacob 
his birthmark in exchange for some pot roast.  Jacob had a son named Joseph who wore a really loud sports coat. 
 
Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name was Charlton Hesston.  Moses led the Israel Lights out of Egypt 
and away from the evil Pharaoh after God sent ten plagues on Pharaoh’s people.  These plagues included frogs, mice, 
lice, bowels, and no cable. 
 
God fed the Israel Lights every day with manicotti.  Then he gave them His Top Ten Commandments. These include: 
don't lie, cheat, smoke, dance, or covet your neighbor’s stuff. 
 

Oh, yeah, I just thought of one more:  Humor thy father and thy mother. 
 
One of Moses' best helpers was Joshua who was the first Bible guy to use spies.  Joshua fought the battle of Geritol and 
the fence fell over on the town. 
 
After Joshua came David.  He got to be king by killing a giant with a slingshot.  He had a son named Solomon who had 
about 300 wives and 500 porcupines.  My teacher says he was wise, but that doesn't sound very wise to me. 
 
After Solomon there were a bunch of major league prophets. One of these was Jonah, who was swallowed by a big 
whale and then barfed up on the shore.  There were also some minor league prophets, but I guess we don't have to worry 
about them. After the Old Testament came the New Testament.  Jesus is the star of The New.  He was born 
in Bethlehem in a barn. 
 
(I wish I had been born in a barn too, because my mom is always saying to me, 'Close the door! Were you born in a 
barn?' It would be nice to say, 'As a matter of fact, I was.') During His life, Jesus had many arguments with sinners 
like the Pharisees and the Democrats. 
 
Jesus also had twelve opossums. The worst one was Judas Asparagus.  Judas was so evil that they named a terrible vege-
table after him. 
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Daryl Caneva  dscaneva@aol.com                Council  Pres.                 838-2579                              Council meets the 3rd Tues.@ 7:00 pm 

Jim Forbes         jrf1213@comcast.net             Council V.P.                   838-9274        
Harry Wilkinson hwilkin@sbcglobal. net        Treasurer                        588-0685                               
 

Jeri Rigoni         jlr457@aol.com                      Secretary                        838-1538                       

 

Michelle Heintzelman mheintzelman@comcast.net Council Member    588-1743 
 

Anne Magosky  anniegeorge@comcast.net      Council Member            834-0032 
 

Gregg Bickus     greggbickus@sbcglobal.net      Council Member         588-3209                        

Patrick White    Patrick@jpatrickwhite.com     Council Member            727-4655   
 

Nell Pieper          napieper@aol.com                 Council Member            838-2530 

 

Pr. R. Dealey       rtdealey@sbcglobal.net         Council Member            838-4342           
 
 

Ministry Teams 
 

Jim Forbes         jrf1213@comcast.net              Communications             838-9274                2nd Sat. @ 9:00 am 
 

Terry Ziemke     terryziemke@comcast.net       Property             838-6087                1st Thurs. @ 7:00 pm 

 

Lynn Reed         reedklreed67@aol.com            Worship                          838-3965                2nd Thurs. @ 6:00 pm  
 

Reno Caneva     r.caneva@comcast.net             Archive                            838-4552     4th Tues. @ 9:00 am 
 

Jan Gora             j.gora17654@comcast.net       Pre-School             485-2113     To Be Announced 
 

Vacant                                                                 Evangelism                                  3rd Mon. @ 7:00 pm 
 

Ken Franz          kfranz@flash.net                      Mission                           838-7657                2nd Mon. & 4th Tues 
                @ 7:00 pm  
Taryn White    taryn_rigoni@hotmail.com       Fellowship & Caring       727-4655                To Be Announced                                                     

Bryan Rauworth brauworth@yahoo.com            P.A.L.M. Squad             838-2475                 Sundays 6-8 pm                                        
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1 Carol Forehand 
2 Faye Wheeler, Leona Ziesemer 
3 Dorothy Nordstrom, Daniel Haut, Jeff Rigoni, Colin Porter, Alyssa 

Meurer, 
 Savannah Johnson, Amanda Kelm 
4 Mary Lou Flory, Charles Anderson 
5 Patrick Franz, William Ziesemer 
6 Joseph Rountree 
7 Ross Wintersteen, William Butler, Michael Gerrity, Cean Magosky 
8 Carole Ziemke, Benjamin Juvinall, Maggie Cavanaugh 
9 Andrew Lewis 
10 Nancy Monken, Michelle Heintzelman 
11 Al Richards 
12 John Teerling 
14 Phillip Varsek, Matthew Duplessis, 
15 Brad Sievers, Mark Newby 
17 Mark Reed 
18 Laura Garrett, Peter Sullivan, Emma Rimkunas, Andrea Carli 
19 Eugene Sullivan, Kara Rimkunas, Nicole Ramirez 
20 Alan Meurer 
21 Harry Garrett, Alicea Toso 
22 Matthew Fisher, Jeremy Peterson, Sandra Digioia, Abigail Neil 
24 Robert Wheeler, Katie Singletary, Alyssa Matas, Chris Knight, Timothy 

Nielsen, Kyle Dicksen 
25 Johnathan Driscoll, Julian Marolda, Daryl Stanger 
26 Nathan Knight, Joe Cavanaugh 
27 Charlotte Paddock, Michael Schroll 
28 Kimberly Johnson, Steve Pintoy III, Nicky Calderaro 
29 Joshua Krueger, Rich Carli, Fred Grabenhofer, Jr.; Jordyn Grabenhofer 
30 Cindy Slowik, Matthew Kucinski, Paige Kooi, Alice Sylvester 
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3       Al & Nancy Richards  
5          John and Norma Burkhardt 
10 Scott & Nell Pieper 
13 Wayne & Lynda Szczepanski 
14       Mike & Deborah Fisher, Nicholas & Janice Goetz 
15       Jason and Jennifer Herrmann 
16 William & Sandra Porter, Cynthia & Matthew Kucinski 
17 Edward & Amanda Grabenhofer 
25 Terry & Carole Ziemke 
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"To Know Jesus And To Make Jesus 
Known"   

8������
"Transforming Lives, Families And Our 
Community Through Jesus Christ"  

Sunday Nov 2, 2008  


