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From Me To You   
                                            “ Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circum-
stances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
 

--I Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 

 “Rejoice always”—what a simple command and yet, so hard to do!   “Rejoice”—“to 
experience joy and gladness in a high degree; to be exhilarated with lively and pleasurable 
sensations; to be full of joy”.  Where is the “joy” in your life today and what causes you to 
“rejoice”?   God invites us to have a life that is “full of joy” always, not just sometimes or 
occasionally.  What keeps you from rejoicing? 
 

 “Pray without ceasing”—to communicate with God continually, to be in constant 
conversation with God.  “Pray”—to beseech, to entreat, to implore; or to ask very earnestly; 
to make supplication.   How often do we communicate with God?   For what kind of things 
do we pray?  Jesus told his followers, “Ask, and it shall be given you” (Matthew 7:7).   God 
invites us to be in constant communication with Him.  What keeps you from praying? 
 

 “Give thanks in all circumstances”—to maintain an “attitude of gratitude” regard-
less of the personal circumstances is a tremendous feat, but the one who trusts in the Lord 
does not lack for anything.   “Give thanks”—to express appreciation or gratitude so some-
one for something that they have done.  When do we “give thanks” to God for anything?  
How do we express our appreciation and gratitude to God for what God has done for us?   
God invites us to “give thanks in all circumstances”, not just when things are going our way, 
not only when good things happen to us, but even during those times when things do not 
appear to be going well.  What keeps you from giving God thanks? 
 

 “For this is the will of Christ Jesus for you”—this is God’s intention for you person-
ally—to rejoice always, to pray without ceasing, to give thanks in all circumstances.   If this 
is God’s desire for us, why do we rebel against doing God’s will?  What do we find it so 
easy to be contrarian in our behavior?  God invites us to live out Christ’s will for our lives. 
 

 The prophet Jeremiah, while speaking to God’s rebellious people, wrote:  “For 
surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 
harm, to give you a future with hope.  Then when you call upon me and come and pray to 
me, I will hear you.  When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your 
heart.” (Jeremiah 29:12-14). 
 

 I invite you to “rejoice always”, “pray without ceasing” and “give thanks in all cir-
cumstances” for this is God’s will for each one of us. 

 
      Yours in Christ, 
      Pastor Dealey  
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Prayer Ministry 
    "Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God"  (Philippians 4:6). 
 

     God invites us to pray.  As you may have noticed, the printed Prayer List in the weekly bulletin continues to expand.   We invite 
you to pray for the following persons: 
 

Family and friends of Charles Sleezer, Helga Oberg, Cathy Goldsmith, Rev. Rudi Markwald, and Lois Cruse. Karen Franz, 
Marge Anderson, Heme Becker, Don Carlson,  Shirley Doyle, Char Paddock, Leona Ziesemer, Ruth Kurth,  Dorothy Hirner,   
Ginger Kelm, Leona Craig, Janice Mahan, Sam Brown, Millie Pollak, Megan Szczepanski, Dorothy Kuehl, Peyton Davis, 
Tony Chavez, Dorothy Sons, Judy Norman, Noah Giblin, Cathy Walker,  Kevin Santos  and Joshua A. Miller. 
 

     To place a person on the printed prayer list, please call the church office by noon on Wednesday.  Names can be added at any 
time during the month, but a new prayer list will be started at the first of each month.  If you wish to continue to keep someone on 
the Prayer List from one month to the next, please call the church office.  Thank you for your ministry of prayer. 

Pastoral Acts  
 

Baptisms: Tyler James Rouille 5/15/10, David Todd Egan 5/22/10, Stella Lillian Kohl 5/23/10,  
                  Jackson Liston Carbonneau 5/28/10 
       
Funerals:  Helga Oberg 5/6/10,  Lois Cruse 5/8/10, 

Senior High Cookout   
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May Church Council Highlights 
 

· Melanie Johnson resigned from council due to new job responsibilities and Tabatha Seasock was appointed 
to fill her remaining term. Tabatha will be the liaison for Preschool and Scott Likins will now move to Fi-
nance. 
 

· Patrick White resigned from Sr. High Youth Leader, Rhonda Dealey volunteered and was appointed to fill 
that position. 

 

· All paperwork has been turned into Thrivent for the loan with the funds to be presented to SOTH no latter  
      July 9, 2010 
 

· Counter training was conducted and a more secure way to handle and count the money was discussed.  
      Several options were discussed . 
· Our Constitution has been approved by the Synod office. 

23rd Northern Illinois Synod Assembly Update 
 

The Northern Illinois Synod will meet at Augustana College, Rock Island, IL, June 18-19 for its 23rd annual synod as-
sembly.  Joan Butler, Karen Franz, and Ken Franz were elected by the congregation at the January 31, 2010 annual meet-
ing to serve as voting members to the synod assembly.  Pastor Dealey will also attend. 
 

Among the highlights of the assembly will be presentations on the various ELCA faith practices by noted speakers: 
 

 Study Scripture:  The Rev. Dr. James Echols, President of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago (LSTC) 
 Invite/Witness:  The Rev. Dr. James Echols, President, LSTC 
 Serve:  The Rev. Dr. Denver Bitner, President, Lutheran Social Services of Illinois 
 Give:  Steven Bahls, President, Augustana College 
 Worship:  The Rev. Diane Dardon, Northern Illinois University Lutheran Campus Pastor 
 Encourage/Mentor:  Mr. Russ Senti, Executive Director, Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center 
 

In addition to the regular general elections, the Rev. Dr. Gary Wollersheim and the Rev. Gary Erickson are completing 
their respective terms as synod bishop and secretary.  Bishop Wollersheim is willing to be nominated for another six-
year term as bishop; however, a successor to serve as synod secretary for Pastor Erickson will be elected.  Pastor Dealey 
has been nominated to serve as a voting member to attend the 2011 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.  If elected, he will 
attend the 2011 ELCA Churchwide Assembly as a voting member from the Northern Illinois Synod; the Churchwide 
Assembly will be held in Orlando, FL in August, 2011.  Pastor Dealey’s three-year as Dean of the East Conference will 
end as of the conclusion of the 2010 synod assembly.  Pr. Jamie Gallagher, pastor of Living Spirit Lutheran Church, 
Sandwich, IL has already been elected by the conference to succeed Pastor Dealey as dean. 
 

GPS (God’s People Serving) Faith Community, Machesney Park, IL will be received as a new congregation of the 
Northern Illinois Synod.   In recognition of its’ reception and in honor of the 135th anniversary of the founding of Zion 
Lutheran Church (a predecessor congregation of Shepherd of the Hill), a check in the amount of $135.00 will be given to 
support the ministry of GPS Faith Community at the synod assembly. 

 

About the Trinity     
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Transformational Immersion Program 
Lutheran Center in Mexico City    

“The ELCA immersion program at the Lutheran Center challenges and empowers participants as God’s people to be-
come advocates and promoters of a more just and humane world in the context of a global order that increasingly robs 
the poor of life and dignity. Participants experience the reality of the poor; reflect critically on the root causes of this real-
ity; experience the hope for transformation through movements and projects arising from marginalized sectors of society; 
and return home with a recommitment to the gospel of Jesus, who lived in solidarity with the poor and excluded.”   For 
more information check out the Lutheran Center in Mexico City home page at http://www2.elca.org/mexico/  
 
 

Who:  Maybe you!  (and others from Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church, high school age and older.  Must be in good 
physical condition)   
 

When:  July 2011 (specific dates to be determined)   
 

Contact persons:  Rhonda Dealey, 815-838-4342 or dealeyhome@sbcglobal.net 
       Susan Mead, 815-588-2914 
       Carole Ziemke, 815-838-6087   
 

Watch for details about an informational meeting to be held later this summer 

Learn more about the work of the Lutheran Center in Mexico City at the adult forum led by Kent Terry, chair of the 
world hunger committee for the Northern Illinois Synod, Sunday, June 6th at 9:15 am. 

SOTH GREETERS CALL OUT!     

The 1st Hospitality Team meeting was held at the church on Wed., 5/19 @ 7 pm. This meeting was for those 
interested in serving as greeters and making house visits after a newcomers visit our church.   
 

 We had ten members in attendance and feel like we accomplished the goal of "getting the ball rolling"!  
 

 The focus at this time will be to get a formal greeters process reinstated at all three services each weekend.  
 

 In June there will be additional information shared with the congregation in the form of a skit and a temple 
talk in order to better share the need, focus and intent of this process.   
 

 Process is the key word in that a process is on-going; versus a program that has a beginning and an end.   
 

 In August we will begin the process with those pioneers that attended the initial meeting on May 19. 
 After that, we'll need YOU!   
 

 The more volunteers that we have the less taxing it will be on all participants.  Please pray about this and if 
you feel the calling, participate.   
 

 In the mean time, if you already know that you and your family would like to participate, please call or e-mail 
Steve Kirk at 815-834-1893; stevendkirk@comcast.net   
 

 God's Peace and thank you in advance for your participation. 

Father’s Day — more than a day      
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The Call Process, Pastoral Mobility & Congregational Vacancies  

Recently, several people have inquired about the call process, the availability of pastoral candidates and the number of congrega-
tional vacancies in our synod and across the ELCA.  
 

If Shepherd of the Hill were to begin the process to call an associate pastor, here is what would need to happen: 
 

1. The congregation would need to authorize the Church Council to begin the search process for an associate pastor. 
2. The Church Council would then appoint a Call Committee. 
3. The Call Committee would: 

a. Contact the Northern Illinois Synod office and request the paperwork to complete a congregational profile. 
b. Survey the congregation to determine what qualities the congregation would want the candidate to have. 
c. Develop a job description. 
d. Submit paperwork to the synod office. 
e. After receiving and reviewing the paperwork, the synod staff would begin to review the profiles of potential 

candidates and seek to find an appropriate match for the congregation. 
f. After receiving names of potential candidates, the Call Committee would interview the candidates, and eventu-

ally recommend the name of a candidate to the Church Council for its consideration. 
4.The Church Council would: 
        a .  Invite the recommended candidate, and if approved by the Church Council, the council would present the name of   
 that candidate for consideration at a congregational meeting 
5.  At the congregational meeting, the congregation would consider two recommendations: 
         a.  To extend a call (by secret ballot) as provided by the congregational constitution; and 
         b.  To offer a specific salary package to the candidate 
6.  If a call was approved by the congregation, the official letter of call would be sent to the bishop for his signature and  
then forwarded to the candidate. 
7.  The candidate has 30 days to respond to the call.  If the call is accepted, then a mutually agreed upon timetable is estab-
lished for the newly called pastor to begin.  
  

It is estimated that even under the best of circumstances, the call process for the calling of an associate pastor would take a minimum 
of 18-24 months.   There are several factors that could impact the length of the call process, but as of May 26, 2010, here are some 
things to consider: 

 

· Because of the national economic situation, many pastors are postponing their retirement dates.  Pastors are staying 
longer, which, in turn, has a direct effect on the number of congregations that are vacant and/or seeking pastors. 

· Out of the 161 congregations in the Northern Illinois Synod, there are currently 20 vacancies—which is the lowest 
number of congregational vacancies within the synod in a long time. 

· The number of students graduating from seminary is down.  On the average, the Northern Illinois Synod receives the 
names of 3-5 seminary graduates each year.   Presently, there are 10 congregations which are vacant and could be 
served by a seminary graduate.   If you were the person in charge, would you place a seminary graduate in a congrega-
tion that was without a pastor or in a congregation that was looking for an associate pastor? 

· In some synods, e.g. Metropolitan Chicago; Minneapolis/St. Paul, there is a glut of seminary graduates due to a variety 
of circumstances and in some instances, congregations may receive the names of up to as many as 10 potential pastoral 
candidates.   Sometimes, as it is with real estate, “location, location, location” becomes one of the deciding factors as 
to where pastors are willing to serve.   

 

There are several other factors that play into the mix as well, such things as: 
· The congregation’s ability to offer an attractive salary package; 
· The congregation’s ability to faithfully manage its’ finances in a responsible manner; 
· Finding an associate pastor with the right gifts—one that would work well with the congregation and the staff; 
· Finding the right candidate who would be willing to locate/re-locate to Lockport. 

 

I firmly believe that nothing will thwart God’s purposes.  At the right time, God will provide the congregation with the right re-
sources and the right candidate;  in order that God’s ministry can be done. 
 

Pastor Dealey 
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SHEPHERD OF THE HILL 135TH ANNIVERSARY HISTORY 
CHAPTER Four (Before the Merger in 1965) – June 2010  

 

Zion began with a new pastor, replacing Pastor Benton, Rev. Henry Hedlund in April 1939.  During his pastorate, repairs were made 
to the parsonage, and an addition of a modern kitchen added to Zion along with other repairs to the church, Frank Winston being 
chairman. A new well and pump were installed, new washrooms, steeple repair, choir loft enclosed (front of Sanctuary),  new choir 
seats donated by the choir director, Henry Ogren.  Rev. Hedlund met an untimely death  in 1945.  He was succeeded by Rev. Roy 
Carlson. 
 

Trinity Lutheran  by 1940 was conducting services in the Winkler Building on 9th & Hamilton St. next to the Post Office.  Plans were 
made to purchase property for a church building due to increased membership. A lot was purchased from Dr. Foster, dentist, on the 
corner of 11th & Hamilton St.  Construction of the building was deferred until World War II ended in 1945.  During this time, monies 
were accrued for the building program  notably by the Ladies aid and other church organizations.   A record of those pledging for the 
new building is in our church archives. During this time, Rev. Bengtson rented a room across the street from the church in what was 
then the Miller Funeral Home.  Council meetings were held monthly in the homes of the council members. Each member was re-
quested to clean the church parlor in the Winkler Building, a month at a time. 
 

In 1941 a Church Dartball League was formed with 7 churches participating. Much consternation and heated rivalry was toned down 
after the target, which resembled a baseball field, was lined with wire surrounding the bases, to mark the actual site of the dartball’s 
position.  The league continues to this day. 
 

In 1950 Pastor Roy Carlson presided over Zion’s 75th Anniversary.  This celebration was an outstanding success. included extensive 
photos and history. A photo was taken of the entire congregation, various boards and church administration comprised of Deacons 
and Trustees. A banquet was held, with special services on October 8th.  Interestingly, the 75th anniversary booklet mentions how 
great the 100th anniversary will be, what with all the functions of the church in place and secure in its mission. 
 

By 1950 Trinity was housed in its new building and plans were made to purchase Dr. Foster’s home, next door,  to be used for Sun-
day School since the church basement became over-crowded.  A Wurlitzer organ was purchased , adding to the use of the piano. In 
1949 Henry Ogren began as choir director. Pastor Bengtson continued as pastor . 
 

The 1950’s were the times of the height of Christianity not only in Lockport but in the United States as well. 
Both Zion and Trinity were becoming aware of the need for witnessing to a burgeoning population, fed especially by new families 
moving into sub-divisions as a result of the end of World War II.   The older established churches e.g., First Methodist ,  First Con-
gregational, began to feel the pinch of inadequate space with new church buildings being erected.  Retail malls were being planned ,  
with farmland sold  for these new developments.  New roads constructed with church goers available to attend the church of their 
choice many miles away from their community. 
 

Submitted by Dr. Reno Caneva, church historian, May, 2010 

The grace of God      
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Christian parental guidance     
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Do you need a Christian tune-up?    
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SHEPHERD OF THE HILL CHURCH COUNCIL 2010 
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Ron Helfert         rondon69@att.net                 President                         630-201-6218      Council meets the 3rd Tues 
                                                                                                                                               .@ 7:00pm 

Steve Kirk          stevendkirk@comcast.net     Council V.P.                   834-1893                         
Michele Koniewicz michelewith1l@comcast.net      Treasurer          725-4928                               

Jim Forbes          jrf1213@comcast.net             Secretary                       838-9274                       

 

Fred Grabenhofer Council Member                  Council Member            838-5501 

 

Anne Magosky  anniegeorge@comcast.net      Council Member            834-0032 
                        

Jim Laidler         maui89@sbcglobal.net           Council Member            838-6753   
 

Scott Likins        scott.likins@bldd.com            Council Member           524-5128 

 

Gary Haut           GHaut@aol.com                     Council Member           838-0822 

 

Michelle Heintzelman mheintzelman580@comcast.netCoun.Mem.       588-1743    
 

Tabatha Seasock tabathaseasock@hotmail.com Council Member               834-0953 
 

Pr. R. Dealey       rtdealey@sbcglobal.net         Council Member            838-4342           
 
 

Ministry Teams 
 

Jim Forbes         jrf1213@comcast.net              Communications             838-9274                2nd Sat. @ 9:00 am 
 

Terry Ziemke     terryziemke@att.net                Property             838-6087                1st Thurs. @ 7:00 pm 
 

Lynn Reed         reedklreed67@sbcglobal.net    Worship                          838-3965                2nd Thurs. @ 6:00 pm  
 

Reno Caneva     r.caneva@comcast.net             Archive                            838-4552     4th Tues. @ 9:00 am 
 

Jan Gora             j.gora17654@comcast.net       Pre-School             485-2113     To Be Announced 
 

Lenny Koniewicz lennyk@ammfg.com             Stewardship                    725-4928      2rd Sun. @ 12:00 pm 
 

 
 

 

 �������� ���	�
�	���
��



 

����������	
��
���

�����������	�
�	���
��

1  Jason Gaspardo, Ken Lewis 
2 Deborah Fisher, James Corniels 
3 Terry Ziemke, Benjamin Grabenhofer, Jessica Barth 
4 Tyler Kloster 
5 Max Woods, Gregg Bickus, Ken Chenoweth 
7 Lillian Bleck, Andrew Magosky, Edward Micek,  Victor Lopez 
8 Lois Teerling, Nicholas Goetz,  
9 Kylie Kirk 
11 Richard Anderson, Charles Helfert 
12 Ryan Gerrity, Mary Helfert 
13 Ciara Cooper 
14 Julie Davis 
16 Herbert Engstrom 
17 Aaron Mormann, Don Carlson, Peter Naylor 
18 Bret Kooi  
19 Delores Brubeck, Jennifer Fischer 
20 Adele Adams, Isabella Chimino 
21 Mike Dicksen 
22 Judy Ripke 
23 Zachary Petrinos, Tina Marolda 
24 Eddie Gillott, Donald Seascok, Sr. 
25 Shirley Doyle, Brad Dornick,  Donald Bradley 
26 Harry Wilkinson, Kevin Griffin 
27 Nathan Helfert,  
28 Marvin Johnson,  Ryan Gass, Owen Otis, Danny Otis   
30 Adam Gerrity, 
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4 Chuck and Denise Sevenson 
5 Gary & Marianne Wintersteen, Bruce & Sharon Texley 
6 Don and Tabatha Seasock 
7  Phillip & Carrie Varsek, Ed & Chris Kedaitis 
8 Doug & Janet Waldvogel 
9 Tim & Terrie Gass, Kristine and Mark Glowczynski  
10        Patrick & Cindy Slowik, Pr. Robert & Rhonda Dealey 
12 Phil & Jan Sleezer, Norman & Ginger Kelm 
13 Jason & Heather Gaspardo 
14 Marvin & Martha Pickering 
17 Eugene & Vernette Klement, Harry & Linda Wilkinson,  
18 Art & Virginia Buikema 
22 Brian and Donna Gerrity, Gene & Adrienne Trent 
23 Michael and Vikki Meyers 
24 John & Sherri Anians, James & Shirley Laidler 
27 John & Cookie Djerf 
28 Ken & Karen Franz, Jennifer and Tim Fischer 
29 Frank & Elaine Brozek, Frank & Georgia Alberico 
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Non-Profit Organization 
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"To Know Jesus And To Make Jesus 
Known"   

1������
"Transforming Lives, Families And Our 
Community Through Jesus Christ"  

 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


