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Prelude      “Prelude in F Major”              Arr. Adolph Hesse  
 
Opening Hymn    “Christ is Alive! Let Christians”                                   ELW 389 

 
Confession and Absolution 
 

L: Merciful God, 
 

C: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way. Instead of putting others be-
fore ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed 
by on the other side. Set us again on the path of life.   Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neigh-
bors.  Amen 
 

Kyrie 
  
L: We pray for the peace that comes from you: your peace for our broken world, your peace that brings well-
being to your church, your peace that brings the unity of all. Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have 
mercy.  

“O GOD OF MERCY, GOD OF LIGHT” 
(ELW 714) 

1. O God of mercy, God of light, 
In love and mercy infinite, 

Teach us, as ever in your sight, 
To live our lives in you.   

  
L:  We pray for our salvation.  We pray for all our sisters and brothers who have gathered here today in order to 
worship.  Pour out your grace and make us whole again. Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mer-
cy. 

2. You sent your Son to die for all 
That our lost world might hear your call; 

Oh, hear us lest we stray and fall! 
We rest our hope in you. 

  
L: Create in us clean hearts, O God.  Put a new and right spirit within us.  Restore to us the joy of your salvation, 
and sustain in us a willing spirit. Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  

  
3. And may your Holy Spirit move 
All those who live to live in love, 
Till you receive in heav’n above 

All those who live in you.  
 

Hymn of Praise                            “JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE” 
(ELW 836) 

  
1. Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, Opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; Drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day! 
 

2. All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 
Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, 

Center of unbroken praise. 
 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
Flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

Chanting bird and flowing fountain 
Call us to rejoice in Thee. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth.  As we walk through our 
communities, grant us the genuine and gracious curiosity that you gave Paul so that we can proclaim your Son 
to a hurting world.  In the name of Jesus, we pray.  Amen.  
 

Reading:  Acts 17:15-34 
Those who conducted Paul brought him as far as Athens; and after receiving instructions to have Silas and 
Timothy join him as soon as possible, they left him. 
 
While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed to see that the city was full of idols. So 
he argued in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and also in the market-place every day with 
those who happened to be there. Also some Epicurean and Stoic philosophers debated with him. Some said, 
‘What does this babbler want to say?’ Others said, ‘He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign divinities.’ (This 
was because he was telling the good news about Jesus and the resurrection.) So they took him and brought 
him to the Areopagus and asked him, ‘May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? It 
sounds rather strange to us, so we would like to know what it means.’ Now all the Athenians and the foreign-
ers living there would spend their time in nothing but telling or hearing something new. 
 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in eve-
ry way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among 
them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I pro-
claim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since 
he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit 
the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 
live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far 
from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have 
said, “For we too are his offspring.” Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 
gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked 
the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day 
on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has 
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’ 
 
When they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some scoffed; but others said, ‘We will hear you again about 
this.’ At that point Paul left them. But some of them joined him and became believers, including Dionysius the 
Areopagite and a woman named Damaris, and others with them. 
 

L: Word of God, Word of Light C: Thanks Be to God! 
 

Message                                                                   Group Mission Participants 
 

Hymn of Day    “Who Am I?”                         Praise Band
                          

Passing of the Peace 
 

Apostle’s Creed 
 

Announcements 
                                           
Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you.       C:  And also with you.   
P: Lift up your hearts.        C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord.      C:  It is right to give God thanks and praise.                  

           
Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Communion Distribution “All Who Are Thirsty”                Praise Band 
       “What Wondrous Love Is This?”                                     ELW 666 
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Prayers 
                                                                           
Benediction 
 

Sending Hymn    “Soon and Very Soon”                              ELW 439 
 
Sending 
L: You have been called.  You have been gathered.  You have been equipped.  Now you are being sent.  Go 

in peace to serve the Lord! 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude      “Minuet Gothique”             Arr. Léon Boëlmann  
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